Kutlu Adall
In the more general climate of euphoria, which has justifiably overwhelmed us after
the opening of the borders on the 23 rd oflast April, we should not forget that the
Cyprus problem still remains unresolved. Moreover, we should not ignore that the
conditional opportunity of communication between the two largest communities of
our country is not the result of Mr. Denkash's benevolence but that of the mass
demonstrations and struggles of our Turkish Cypriot compatriots, who are able today,
albeit partially, to reap the fruit of these struggles; they are able today to travel all
over the Cypriot State. Some however have not been so fortunate. Among them, is
Kutlu Adali, who was murdered on the 6th July 1999. It was unquestionably a political
assassination, which however has not yet been investigated, nor is it going to be since
Mr. Denktash's regime is involved.
For the independence of Cyprus, and not for Enosis, only few sacrificed themselves
and they were all Turkish Cypriots. One of them, the last one, was the journalist Kutlu
Adali.
Adali was born in Nicosia in 1935. However, he grew up in Atalia in Turkey where
his family emigrated in 1938. He returned to our country in 1955,afier completing his
high school studies. Although he had worked for many years as a civil servant,
whether as a secretary of the Turkish Community Assembly (1960-1972) or as an
inspector for the radio station Bayrak (1972-1974) or as a director at the ID
department (1974), he devoted a large part of his time to writing.

In the years 1961-1963 he published "References to the Village" which concerned the
traditions and folk civilization of the Turkish Cypriots, while in 1963 he published the
book "Tayarchic", again on the same subject. The above two publications were
followed by "The Dialogue of the 9th March" (1968), "The Painful Seed"and
"Haivanistan". In addition, he published "The Bridge" (1969), "Shiakos" (1970) and
"Nastretin Hodja and Cyprus (1971). In previous years, in the period 1958-1961, he
published -with friends -the magazines "Bes Parmax" and "Uyar".
His books concern the Cypriot culture, political satire, poetry, and theatre. One of his
poems, "On the Shores of Kyrenia", was translated into Greek and is characteristic of
his pursuits and his love for our country. At the same time, he wrote in newspapers
like Soz, Ortay, Kibris Postasi and Yeni Duzen, which he still did when he was
assassinated.
It is worth noting that in the 1960s and while he was the chief editor ofNacak, his
stance was nationalistic and was aimed against the well known martyrs of Cyprus
independence Ayhan Hikmet and Ahmet Gurkan, while for a long period in the 1970s
he agreed with Mr. Denktash's policy. However, the end of the decade was a
milestone in his life. He was transformed into an ardent Cypriot patriot, he actively
opposed Denktash's policy and fought with all his might against the Turkish
occupation. This is how he perceived the Turkish presence in the north from 1980
onwards.
Adali devoted the last 20 years of his life to the cause of peace, independence and
democracy as well as the effort for the creation of a Cypriot conscience. The lack of
this conscience he attributed, among other reasons, to the fact that: Cyprus did not
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